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YOU WILL BE A BLESSING 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

Genesis 12:1-9 

The Call of Abram 

12 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 

father's house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, 

and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will 

bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was 

seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, 

and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the 

people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of 

Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land 

to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in 

the land. 7 Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this 

land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8 From there 

he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on 

the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the Lord and called upon 

the name of the Lord. 9 And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 

 

 

Mountain man Jim Bridger once had a conversation about Utah Lake. He said Utah 

Lake was surrounded by timber and wild fruit and had plenty of fish in it. Nearby, the 

Indians were able to raise corn and pumpkins. Now, with whom did he have this 

enthusiastic conversation? Brigham Young, the man who would lead the Mormons to 

migrate to Utah. After Joseph Smith and his brother were shot and killed by a mob in 

1844, the leadership of the Mormons fell to Brigham Young.  
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Brigham Young decided that the best place for the Mormons was in the Salt Lake 

Valley. He consulted with mountain men, trappers, and Father Pierre-Jean De Smet, 

a Jesuit missionary who was familiar with Utah. Young insisted the Mormons should 

settle in a location no one else wanted and felt the Salt Lake Valley met that 

requirement but would provide the Mormons with many advantages as well, including 

access to Utah Lake. Brigham Young planned the migration. He sent some men 

ahead to scout the trail that the Mormons would take. So, with an initial group of 143 

people, the great Mormon migration began in 1847. Making their way by wagon train 

from Illinois, Missouri, and Nebraska, about 70,000 Mormons in all would make the 

journey to Salt Lake Valley between 1847 and 1869. 

 

Well, no matter how well planned or well scouted our daily walk may be, we don’t 

know where all the Lord wants to take us. The Lord merely says, “Start walking.” “Go,” 

God said to Abraham. “Go.” Start walking. I’ll tell you when to stop. And Abraham 

didn’t consult with mountain men or trappers or even his own family. He just went, 

because the Lord Himself told him to. 

 

You recall, the Lord didn’t tell Abraham and Sarah where this walk was going to end. 

He didn’t say anything about a lake or timber or plenty of fish. He said nothing to 

Abraham and Sarah about a land flowing with milk and honey. Instead of speaking to 

them enthusiastically about a “show me” state, God spoke to them about a “show 

you” land. “Go…to the land that I will show you.” Go, “so that you will be a blessing.” 

We hear that same command. Go. Keep moving. Keep going. Don’t give up. Don’t 

surrender. Don’t throw in the towel. Don’t wave the white flag. There’s work to be 

done. There are people to meet and with whom to share Jesus Christ our Savior, so 

that you will be a blessing. 

 

There are often not many more details than that. “We walk by faith and not by sight,” 

Paul says. We “strain toward what is ahead, forgetting what is behind.”  
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Actually, there are more details about what to leave behind than there are about 

what’s up ahead. When God commanded Abraham to go, He didn’t say where to go 

to, but He did say where to go from and what to leave behind. “Go from your country 

and your kindred and your father’s house.” Abraham, leave behind your country. 

Leave behind your kin. Leave behind your father’s house. Leave behind those gods 

that are worshiped by your family of origin. In other words, leave your past behind, “so 

that you will be a blessing.” 

 

Leave your past behind. The Lord’s not only talking about leaving behind your idols 

and your sins. He’s talking about leaving behind all that keeps us from moving forward. 

Leave your past behind. The “p” in past could stand for “private.” For many of us, faith 

is private. Can faith become too private? Paul instructs us in Colossians 4: “Let your 

conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to 

answer everyone.” Let us leave private faith behind. Leave your past behind. The “a” 

in past could stand for “arrogance.” It is arrogant to think that you already know all 

that the Lord wants to teach you. Let us leave such arrogance behind. Leave your 

past behind. The “s” in past could stand for “sensitivity.” No one likes being corrected. 

We are all reluctant to admit when we’ve been wrong. But we can be overly sensitive, 

when correction would actually be beneficial to us. Let us leave such sensitivity 

behind. Leave your past behind. The “t” in past could stand for “timidity.” We can be 

timid about using the gifts and abilities God has given us when we are overly critical of 

ourselves. Self-doubt means we doubt whether God can use the abilities He’s given us 

to do good things, to be a blessing to others. Let us leave behind such timidity. Leave 

your past behind, so that you will be a blessing.  

 

When the Mormons left for Utah, they were told what they could bring: 2 to 3 yoke of 

oxen, 2 milk cows, other livestock, arms and ammunition, 15 lb of iron, pulleys and 

ropes, fishing gear, farming and mechanical equipment, cooking equipment and at 

least 1000 pounds of flour. Some of them, though, did not take time to consider what 

needed to be left behind. They tried to bring with them book collections, family china, 

furniture, and one family tried to bring a piano. 
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We get that. Haven’t we caught ourselves doing the same thing? We try to move 

forward while bringing with us what should be left behind, namely, the same attitudes 

that have weighed us down before. And we tell ourselves that everything will work out 

anyway. Abraham obviously told himself the same thing. He was commanded to 

leave behind his kin and his father’s house. Still, he brought his nephew, Lot, with him 

anyway. Now, just to keep this straight, a nephew is kin, isn’t he? But Abraham brings 

along his nephew anyway. No problem, right? Well, the seduction of Lot by his own 

daughters produced two sons, Moab and Ammon. Their descendants, the Moabites 

and the Ammonites, would seduce Israel to worship Baal and Molech, including child 

sacrifice during the reign of King Manasseh. Israel was really being a blessing during 

that era, rrrright! What a mess all because Abraham brought with him his nephew, Lot, 

in spite of what God had told him to leave behind! 

 

The Lord did not leave Abraham behind, though. In spite of Abraham’s disobedience, 

the Lord was with Abraham and brought Abraham to the land of which the Lord 

promised: “To your offspring I will give this land.” Indeed, God gave offspring to this 

childless man so that there would be offspring of Abraham to actually receive that 

promised land. As the Lord would later say through Joshua, “I took your father 

Abraham from the land beyond the River Euphrates and led him throughout Canaan 

and gave him many descendants.” The Lord did not leave behind either Abraham or 

Abraham’s descendants. Those descendants of Abraham would not always be a 

blessing to others. But God did not leave them behind. He kept His promise to 

Abraham. The promise that in Abraham all the families of the earth would be blessed. 

This promise then was the second step God took towards giving the supreme gift of His 

love. In Abraham “shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” For, one descendant 

of Abraham would do for Abraham and for all peoples of the world what we never 

seem to be able to do. He left everything behind. He left His country. He left His 

Father’s house. In fact, Paul says that this descendant of Abraham made Himself 

nothing. He left behind everything. In perfect obedience in our place He wouldn’t just 

walk to Canaan. He would walk to the cross.  
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Therefore, though we have still brought with us attitudes that we should have left 

behind by now, for Jesus’ sake the Lord does not leave us behind. He keeps walking 

with us. He doesn’t give up on us. He doesn’t throw in the towel on us. We are among 

those families of the earth blessed through Abraham. Blessed with eternal blessing. 

Since the Lord could so mightily use Abraham, starting with nothing, a childless couple, 

yet making their descendants as countless as the sands on the seashore, He can use 

us to be a blessing to others. You will be a blessing. Through what you throw off and 

leave behind and sometimes in spite of what still clings to you, God will make you a 

blessing to others. As Paul writes in his second letter to the Corinthians: “And God is 

able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that 

you need, you will abound in every good work.” (2 Corinthians 9:8) 

Amen 


